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L.A. OPPOSED TO HERBERT PLAN 


““Government—not Libraries—should 
aid Authors’”’ 


a ALAN HERBERT’S SCHEME for raising a levy 
from public libraries to recompense authors and pub- 
lishers when their books are borrowed has met with little 


sympathy, and no official support from the Library | 


Association. It was “little” rather than “no” sympathy, 
for the Council’s attitude was not that of bigoted, myopic 
resistance to the idea merely because it postulated a cash 


contribution by libraries. 

It was suggested that there was 
a measure of justice behind the 
general principle of the Herbert 
plan, and that it might be only 
elementary courtesy for the Asso- 
ciation to talk it over with the two 
bodies sponsoring Sir Alan’s pro- 
posals. But it was very obvious 
that the great majority of the 
Council were firmly against the 
plan, its principle and its methods. 
And on this matter of courtesy, 
Mr. Paton questioned the pro- 
priety of unilaterally publishing 
such proposals before the L.A. 
had been consulted. 


PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT 

First made public on IIth 
March, the scheme has the sup- 
port of the Society of Authors 
and the Publishers’ Association, 
and would establish a Public 
Lending Right similar to the 
performing right enjoyed by com- 
posers, authors and publishers of 
musical and dramatic works. With 
the aid of intricate arithmetic, 


Sir Alan arrives at the conclusion 
that about £1 million could be 
raised annually from lending 
libraries, an addition of over 6 per 
cent to the library authorities’ 
present total expenditure. The 
proposals are embodied in a Par- 
liamentary Bill which Sir Alan 
Herbert has drafted and which 
(to quote its opening phrase) will 
“provide for the just remunera- 
tion of authors and publishers”. 

The debate which followed the 
publication of the scheme pro- 
duced many letters in the press 
and put Mr. Barry, the Secretary 
of the L.A., on B.B.C. television in 
a discussion with a representative 
of Methuens, the publishers. It 
produced, in particular, a retort 
from Sir Alan that “‘The sour, 
superior, sterile response of some 
of the library world is not merely 
discouraging but disgusting . . . 
This cause is bound to prevail in 
the end, because it appeals to the 
public conscience . . .”” 

Putting the novelists’ view of the 
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| them down, 


‘‘cause’’, Miss Josephine Bell fairly 


| summed up the essence of the 


feeling behind the scheme, in a 
letter to The Times: *‘A person 


| who is born with good stories in 


his head sooner or later will write 
and because all 
human beings wish to be told a 
story his tales will be read. But 
why free of charge, by thousands 
of citizens who borrow the book 
for nothing from the public 
library, when they are quite 
willing to pay for their seat at the 
similarly subsidized municipal 
orchestra’s concert and local 
repertory theatre’s play?” (In 
his own case, Sir Alan had 
instanced that purchases by his 
local public library of two of his 
most successful books had earned 
him £3 in royalties, but the copies 
had been borrowed 3,600 times.) 


ONE READER PER BOOK? 

But to maintain this view, said 
The Times, “‘you have to show 
that the only completely fair 
transaction with a book is: one 
purchaser, one reader . . . So pure 
a standard is not found anywhere 
else.” Elsewhere it was asserted 
that there is a clear distinction 
between public performance and 
private enjoyment, with implica- 
tions which must be recognized in 
this context. 

Speakers in the L.A. Council 
pointed to the fact that the public 
libraries were already heavy pur- 
chasers of British books, and said 











HERBERT PLAN (cont.) 

the effect of the Herbert proposals 
could only reduce the amount of 
money available for book-buying 
by the public libraries. The 
Library Association would sup- 
port anything the Government 
would do to aid the arts, even 
though (to put it in the words of 
one editorial) this placed literature 
in the industrial queue for public 
subsidy. But it was no business of 


the Association to encourage the | 


idea of a levy on public libraries to 
achieve the aims behind the 
Herbert plan. 


NOTE 


A.P. Herbert is to talk about | 


his proposals at the meeting 


organized by the Greater London | 


Divison of the A.A.L. It will be 
held at Chaucer House, 6.30 p.m. 
on Monday, May 9th. All libra- 
rians are welcome. 


AF .E Award 
Further delayed 


At the March Meeting of the 
L.A. Council, it was announced 
that no decision was expected on 
the new salary award for local 
Government Librarians until the 
July Meeting of the National 
Joint Council. 


Malvern Conference 
29th April-Ist May 


The 32nd Joint Annual Confer- 
ence of the Birmingham and 
District, North Midland, North 
Western and Yorkshire Branches 
of the L.A. will be held at Great 
Malvern, Worcestershire. 

The theme is: Education for 
Librarianship. The speakers will 
include E. I. Baker (H.M.L., 
Ministry of Education), J. C. 
Harrison (Manchester School of 
Librarianship), J. P. Wells (City 
Librarian, Oxford), and Miss L. V. 
Paulin (County Librarian, Herts.). 

The subject has aroused interest 
outside these Branch areas and 
librarians interested in attending 
are advised to write to— 

Donald Wright, Esq., 
Reference Library, Birmingham, 1. 





SOCIAL SCIENCES ' Who Best to Run the 


CONFERENCE 


A Conference on Information 
Methods of Research Workers in 
the Social Sciences will be held at 
Chaucer House on Ist June. The 
speakers will be university lec- 
turers and research workers in the 
social sciences with experience of 
research in several fields and in a 
wide variety of libraries. The 
purpose of the Conference will be 
for them to tell the assembled 
librarians how they get access to 
their research materials. They will 
discuss their reaction to cata- 
loguing and classification sys- 
tems, to the various bibliographies 
and abstracting services in the 
field, and the need for more 
extensive indexing of periodicals 
and newspapers. 

Professor Charles Madge of 
Birmingham University will take 
the chair. 

Further information may be 
obtained from: R. J. Roberts, Hon. 
Programme Officer, Reference, 
Special and Information Section, 
Department of Printed Books, 
British Museum, W.C.1. 


International Cataloguing 
Conference 1961 


A conference to promote inter- 
national uniformity in cataloguing 
will be held at the Unseco head- 
quarters, in Paris, during the 
spring or autumn of 1961. Organ- 
ized by I.F.L.A., the conference 
will last ten days and will bring 
together representatives of a num- 


BIG Library? 


Contrasting views were ex- 
pressed by the librarians of 
two of the northern city 
library systems on the struc- 
ture of larger public libra- 
ries and their staffs, at a 
conference in Leeds on 
March 3rd. 


Referring to the current re- 
organization of Manchester’s pub- 
lic library system (noted in the 
March Liaison), Mr. D. 1. Colley 
declared that the Manchester 
central library is breaking down 
under the present demand for its 
services, and for this reason he is 
placing the emphasis on large 
comprehensive district libraries, 
two of which include a theatre, a 
restaurant, and flats for the staff. 
In Mr. Colley’s view an experi- 
enced librarian, as such, is not 
necessarily the best administrator 
of a library. 

Mr. F. G. B. Hutchings, City 
Librarian of Leeds, was at pains to 
point out that what may be recom- 
mended for Manchester need not 
be suitable for Leeds. Density and 
not size of population is the 
criterion, he said. Mr. Hutchings 


| went on to disagree with most of 


ber of international organizations | 


and national library groups, as | pation to be organized, asserted 


well as individual experts and 
observers. 
The aim of the conference will 


be to secure agreement on basic | 


principles of cataloguing. Such an ~~ 


agreement would be an important 
factor in deciding the form for new 
international catalogues and bib- 
liographies, and for revising exist- 
ing ones. It would also serve to 
guide the establishment of biblio- 
graphical services in nations where 
these are not yet developed. 
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what Mr. Colley had said, and he 
stressed that because management 
training suits the Americans it 


| may not be necessary for us who 


intellectually are rather more 
advanced. Management must be 
recruited from the real practi- 
tioners in the profession or occu- 


Mr. Hutchings. Scientists run 
I.C.1.—librarians should organize 
libraries. 

Mr. A. H. Chaplin, Keeper in 
the Department of Printed Books 
of the British Museum is the 
Executive Secretary of the 
organizing committee; part of the 
costs of the conference are being 


met by a grant from the Council 
on Library Resources. 











TOP PEOPLE READ... 


In the belief that there should be more international exchange of 
information in the library profession, the publishers of the Library 
Journal are this year, for the first time, extending to British schools 
of library training an offer to supply one-year subscriptions free to 


the top students in each school. 


For many years this same offer has been extended annually to American 
and Canadian library schools. Response from these students has been 
sufficiently enthusiastic to suggest that other English-speaking librarians 


might find the Journal helpful too. 


Letters from the newly appointed 
editor of the Journal, Eric Moon, 
have been sent to the heads of 11 
schools of library training in England 
and Scotland. Accompanying the 
free offer for top students is a half- 
price offer for other students who 
may wish to subscribe. 


In a letter to the L.A.R. in 1956, 
Mr. R. Stokes pointed to the limited 
number of subscriptions to American 
library periodicals in this country. It 
is to be hoped that this offer may 
start a freer exchange of information 
between the library worlds on either 
side of the Atlantic. 

* » * 


The Trespassers 


The non-violent protest demon- 
strations by Negroes which have 
taken place in the United States 
during recent weeks against cer- 
tain forms of racial segregation 
have produced at least two inci- 
dents in public libraries. 

In Petersberg, Virginia, eleven 
Negroes were charged with tres- 
passing after they had refused to 
leave seats reserved for white 
people in the local library. 

At Memphis, Tennessee, a 
group of 35 Negro students and 
5 Negro newspaper employees 
were arrested after they refused to 
leave two public libraries, one of 
which is reserved exclusively for 
whites, and the other restricting 
Negroes to the reference section. 
The men entered the libraries and 
sat down at the reading tables; 
there was no violence. All the 
arrested men were released on 
bail. Four of the students were 
later given prison sentences. 





AMERICA PAGE 








To encourage recruitment to the 
library profession in America, the 
H. W. Wilson Company has an- 
nounced a second four-year pro- 
gramme of Scholarships. 

The scholarships, each of them 
$500, are made to each of the thirty 
library schools accredited to the 
American Library Association. Each 
school can award the scholarship as 
and when it thinks fit and may divide 
the amount among several students. 

A number of scholarships have 
been awarded to students who could 


not have entered library school 
without them. 
* # * 
Mr. Aldous Huxley’s novel 


Brave new world and Orwell’s 1984 
have been removed from the 
shelves of high school libraries at 
Miami, Florida, after complaints 
by parents that both contained 
obscene passages. Mr. Huxley 
commented that their removal 
was not too serious, as both books 
were available at any drug store 
in paper-bound editions. 
* * ok 

Interest in (American) football 
is so strong at certain U/S. 
universities, says a writer in The 
Times, that it is possible to read in 
the annual report of Alabama’s 
Auburn University that ‘“‘while 
preparing to enlarge its football 
stadium for the second time in ten 
years, in time for the 1960 season, 
a replacement of the University’s 
thirty-year-old library has been 
projected somewhat farther into 
the future”’. 
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A study to devise a mechanical 
method of class-marking the 
spines of books is the latest 
American essay in gadgetry to be 
supported by a grant of money 


from the Council on Library 
Resources. The study will be 
carried out by the Battelle 


Memorial Institute, Ohio. 

It is estimated by the sponsors 
of this study that compared with 
the ‘‘slow, unsatisfactory hand 
process now used”, the right 
machine would do the job with 
complete uniformity, more 
legibly, and twice as fast. The 
terms of reference of the project 
call for a device “‘similar in size 
and ease of operation to a small 
adding machine”. 

The first step, which the Coun- 
cil’s grant covers, is to prove the 
feasibility of mechanizing and will 
require about six months. If this 
is demonstrated successfully, a 
prototype device will be made, 
which will take roughly another 
four months. 


Demolition workers have begun 
to pull down the seven-floor 
library of the United Nations, in 
New York, to make way for a new 
six-storey building (reported in 
Liaison, October 1959). 


The fire risk test on 14,000 
surplus books provided for the 
purpose by New York Public 
Library (see Liaison, Sept. 1959) 
has disproved that books tightly 
packed on shelves are virtually 
incombustible. In the first test fire 
sprinklers were allowed to oper- 
ate, and in under a quarter of an 
hour after the fire had been 
started the flames had been con- 
trolled and then extinguished. It 
was then found that not one book 
was burned or soaked with water 
to the point where it could not 
have been either repaired, rebound 
or at least photocopied. For the 
second test the sprinklers were 
turned off and fire hoses were 
used. This time the result was that 
between eighty and ninety per 
cent of the books were damaged 
beyond all hope of further use. 


* 








Plans have been approved for a 
new £88,000 library for Crewe, to 
be built close to the existing build- 
ing. It will be recalled that while 
it was acknowledged that the 
present library service was not a 
good one, Crewe opposed a pro- 
posal, in the summer of 1958, to 
transfer their library powers to 
Cheshire County on the grounds 
that a new library which was being 
planned would provide an excel- 
lent service. 


+ * * 


Stockton are considering the 
provision of a new central library, 
on a site close to the municipal 
buildings, at an estimated cost of 
£110,000. In addition to the usual 
departments, it is envisaged that a 


new library would include a 
research room and a _ lecture 
theatre. 

” + * 


The decision to regionalize the 
library service of West Riding will 
result eventually in nine regions; 
for one of these, the South York- 
shire region, a new administrative 
centre and branch library will be 
built, probably in 1962, at Maltby 


* * * 


Sketch plans have been made 
public of a new £226,000 central 
library for Hornsey (London), to 
be built at the rear of the town 
hall. It was stated that it was 
unlikely that the new library 
would be in use before 1964; the 
existing library was built in 1899 
and was “overcrowded and _ in- 
adequate”’. A feature of the plans 
is the reference library which 
would project some distance out- 
wards at first floor level, to form a 
covered porchway to the main 


entrance. 
* * * 


Compelled to move from their 
former building which had been 
made unsafe by mining subsi- 
dence, Swadlincote (Derbyshire) 
have resumed their library service 
from a new £16,000 building. 
Over half the cost was met by the 
National Coal Board. 





News in Names 





The Head of the Patent Office 
Library, in London, is to be Miss 
M. F. Webb, B.Sc., A.L.A., at 
present Chief Information Officer 
of Morgan Crucible Company, 
Battersea. Miss Webb will suc- 
ceed Mr. F. W. Gravell, F.L.A., 
who retires as Librarian at the end 
of April. 
7 * - 

Dr. D. J. Urquhart has accepted 
an invitation to address the L.A. 
Conference at Scarborough, in the 
morning session of Thursday, 
15th September, on the National 
Lending Library for Science and 
Technology. 

* ~ ok 

That diverse and considerable 
portion of Government publishing 
concerned with licences and 
official registers is the subject of 
the second in the Aids to Reference 
series published by the L.A. The 
author is Mr. C. A. Toase, refer- 
ence librarian of Wimbledon. 

* * * 


Facts and figures on the operat- 
ing of two trailer-type mobile 
libraries are given by Mr. P. R. 
Hawkes in The Luton mobile 
library service, which has been 
published by the authority. 

* a * 

Unesco has recently concluded 
-ontracts with Miss Barbara Kyle, 
for a study of the present position 
of the U.D.C., its development 
and the possibility of reconcilia- 
tion with other universal systems; 
and with Mr. B. C. Vickery, for a 
study of the shortcomings of 
U.D.C. by comparison with pre- 
sent specialized classifications, and 
its possibilities of improvement 
and adaptation to mechanical 
systems of storing knowledge. At 
present Librarian of the [I.C.I. 
Akers research _ laboratories, 
Welwyn, Mr. Vickery is shortly 
to join D.S.I.R_ as deputy to Dr. 
D. J. Urquhart, at the Lending 


| Library Unit. 
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Among those to receive hono 
rary M.A. degrees from Durham 
University at the beginning of 
July are Miss W. C. Donkin, who 
has been on the library staff of 
King’s College, Newcastle, since 
1918; and Mr. T. Gray, F.L.A., 
formerly City Librarian of Carlisle 
and now in charge of the County 
Record Office for Cumberland. 


* * * 


Recently returned from Ghana 
is Mr. J. C. Harrison, senior 
lecturer at Manchester School of 
Librarianship, who has spent two 
weeks investigating and reporting 
on proposals to establish a school 
of librarianship in Accra. Mr. 
Harrison’s visit to Ghana was 
sponsored by the Commonwealth 
Relations Office under the U.K.- 
Ghana Technical Assistance 
Scheme. At the end of June Mr. 
Harrison will be leaving this 
country permanently; he is emi- 
grating to America to take up a 


teaching appointment at the 
Graduate School of Library 
Science in the University of 


Illinois, having been senior lec- 
turer in charge at Manchester 
since the inception of the School 
in 1946. 

* * * 

Miss Joan P. S. Ferguson, chief 
assistant at the Scottish Central 
Library, is the compiler of a list 
of Scottish family histories held in 
Scottish libraries. Lord Lyon King 
of Arms welcomed the work as a 
boon to research workers and said 
its appearance was an important 
occasion in Scotland. 


Manchester School of 
Librarianship 

It is no longer possible to con- 
sider applications for admission 
to the full-time Registration 
Course in 1960-61. Applications 
for the Final Course should be 
submitted not later than 3lst 
August. 








BACK TO SCHOOL FOR 
LIBRARY COMMITTEES | 


ONE of the most intriguing ideas received in recent 
months comes from John Harley, Director of the 
Paramus Public Library in America. He reports that a 


short time ago the President of his Librar: 
Charles E. Reid, made a proposal that new!) 
members of library boards* be put through 


Board, Mr. 
appointed 


training that would enable them to carry out their duties 
more effectively and so raise the level of library service. 


This suggestion has caused considerable interest am: 


yng American 


**High Compression”’ 
Printing Halves the Cost 
The current issue of Typographicu 
describes some successful develop- 
ment work by a Dutch legal 
| expert, Professor G. van den 
Bergh, in reducing both the size 


| and the cost of books by squeezing 


a course of | 


more print on the page. 

Professor van den Bergh’s 
method is essentially to use the 
space conventionally left un- 
occupied between the lines of 


| print. By placing a mask over the 
| page so that every other line is 


librarians and trustees with whom it has been discussed and a committee | 


has been set up to work out the details of such a cou: 
parallel in that the School Board of this area introduced 


se. There is a 
1 similar course 


for its members that was highly successful. 


Why not such a training pro- 
gramme organized by the Library 
Association for newly appointed 
committee members in _ this 
country ? Mr. Harley comments: 

“If it could be brought into being, 
would it not do away with some of 
the ill-informed opposition to 
progress which comes from within 
the library movement itself?’ The 
idea is being put to the L.A. 
Council, but it would be inter- 
esting to have readers’ views. 

* Boards of library trustees in 
imerica are either publicly elected 
or selected by the Mayor to per- 
form very much the same functions 
as public library committees in this 
country. 


future, 


An Index to Company 
Registrations 

In view of the announcement by 
the Proprietors of the Investors’ 
Guardian that they do not 
intend to publish an Index to 
New Company Registrations in 
subscribers requiring 
such an index are invited to 
write to Mr. J. S. Hadley, at 
23 Kinlet Road, Bestwood Park, 
Nottingham, who specializes in 
index compilation and who, if 
sufficient definite orders are 
received, will supply a dupli- 
cated index every four months 
at a cost per copy of S5s., 
payable on delivery. 








GOWER ARMS CLOSES March (8th. 
It becomes a library! 
ROSE FISHER will be pleased to welcome 
one and all at the 
KING & QUEEN, FOLEY STREET, | 
| FROM APRIL 7th. 








rhis card, an announcement to patrons of the ‘‘Gower Arms’’, sheds a 


sidelight on the L.A.’s Store Street plans. The public house stands on the 
combined site of the Association’s new offices and the National Central 


Library. 


Details and drawings of the new headquarters will be published shortly 


in the RECORD. 
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covered, the alternate lines can be 
read, thus accommodating two 
pages of print on one page. 

All Capitals 

By setting the text entirely in 
capitals and with the mask pro- 
viding the gap between the suc- 
cessive lines of text, the professor 
claims that surprisingly small print 
can be used without discomfort to 
the reader. He is currently experi- 
menting with three or four texts to 
a page, and by using even smaller 
print he says it may be possible to 
double this number. 

Prof. van den Bergh’s Outlines 
of Netherlands Constitutional Law 
has been published in 82 pages of 
compression printing, which com- 
pares with 275 pages printed con- 
ventionally. 

It is suggested that this method 
may be useful for producing works 
of reference and textbooks which 
normally would be too expensive 


_ for students to buy, and for print- 


ing translations of a text simul- 
taneously with the original. 


Geneva Card Service 


| We are asked to point out that 


copies of the Guide to the Card 
Service, referred to last month in 
the item on the I.L.O.’s reference 
cards for new literature on Occu- 
pational Safety and Health, are 
not at present available from the 
Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Accidents. The Society does 
have a brochure giving details of 
the Service and copies may be had 
on request from 75 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. 








From 


PARLIAMENT 


Salaries of Librarians 
On 24th March Mr. Fitch 
(Wigan) asked the Minister 
of Education if his atten- 
tion had been drawn to 
paragraph 96 of the Roberts 
Report (which refers to the 
low salaries paid to public 
librarians). 

The Minister said that it 
had, but the negotiating 
machinery existed for deter- 
mining the salaries of quali- 
fied librarians. He had no 
doubt that this paragraph 
had been noted by those 
concerned. 

Mr. Fitch pointed out that 51 
per cent of all qualified librarians 
working in public libraries were on 


a salary scale with a maximum of 


£765 a year. For the qualifications 
required for this job the salary was 
too low and he asked the Minister 
whether the Roberts Report did 
not recommend that the Minister 
should draw the attention of the 
appropriate joint negotiating com- 
mittee to that fact? Had the 
Minister done so? 

The Minister replied “Yes. I 
think that local authorities are 
well aware of this.” 

Mr. Greenwood (Rossendale) 
then intervened to say that local 
authorities were losing to private 
industry librarians who might 
have been trained at public 
expense. He asked the Minister to 
lend his own authority to the 
recommendations of the Roberts 
Report in this respect. The Minis- 
ter said that he had not exact 
information about the wastage of 
public librarians, but he would 
look into it. 
illiterate country, using as his 
argument the 13 million readers 
who are registered with the public 
lending libraries. 





Lords on Libraries’ Value 


HE debate in the House of Lords on March 2nd on 

the problems and opportunities of leisure, made 
several references to the value of libraries in the cultural 
life of the country. Viscount Hailsham early in the debate 
justified the Government’s attitude to them, pointing out 
that the B.M. Reading Room now opened a little later on 
two evenings of the week. The important part that was 
played by public libraries in local government was 
recognized and he repeated that the Government “now 
accepted the need for legislation and are about to begin 


discussions with the interests concerned”. 

Later in the debate the Bishop of Chichester raised the subject of 
public libraries again. He commented on the section of the Crowther 
Report which stated that over half the secondary modern boys and girls 
belonged to a public library during their schooldays, but only 16 per 
cent still belonged two years after leaving school. Stressing the responsi- 
bility of “the great media of television and the press” the Bishop 


continued: 


“EFFICIENCY—NOT PRIDE” | 


“Do we give in this age of 
growing opportunities enough to 
the public libraries which are doing 
such splendid work? I notice that 
it is a common complaint of many 
officials of libraries that their 
value is underrated by some local 


authorities. They claim that 75 per | 


cent of the municipal libraries in 
the country are in the veteran 
class of buildings; and, although 
one would not judge a library by 
its outward amenities any more 
than one judges a book by its 
cover, yet its outward appearance 
does count, and it suggests how 
much value the community puts 
upon this exercise. We welcome 
the report to which reference has 
been made on this subject. If there 
is any question whether some local 
authorities are too small to foster 
and develop the varieties of public 
library in the way we should like, I 
hope that the question will not be 
solved in terms of local pride, but 
rather more in librarians’ effi- 
ciency.” 

Other contributions on reading 
and libraries were made by the 
Duke of Devonshire, who spoke of 
the value of reading, and Earl 
Bathurst who defended the accusa- 
tion that we were becoming an 
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M.P. Criticizes Facilities in 
Commons Library 


The Minister of Works was asked 
a number of questions by Oppo- 
sition Members on 23rd February, 
about accommodation for Mem- 
bers in the House of Commons. 
Most of the enquiries related to 
office space for Members and their 
secretaries, but Mrs. White (Flint) 
asked why the construction of 
galleries in the House of Com- 
mons Library, as proposed by the 
Select Committee on Accommoda- 
tion was not carried out. When the 
Minister told her that the Library 
Committee had agreed in 1956 
that the cost of the proposal was 
out of scale with the benefits 
gained, Mrs. White suggested that 
further estimates for a less elabor- 
ate arrangement should be 
obtained. 

The Minister said that instead 
of 75 yards of shelving costing 
£20,000 having been provided as 
originally proposed, the same 
amount of shelving had been built 
elsewhere at a cost of about £700. 
Mrs. White pointed out, however, 
that the question of access for 
Members to the shelves in the 
Library had not been dealt with 
at all. 











o, 
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Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother, is presenting a silver wine 
cooler as one of a number of gifts 
from writers, artists and others, 
which are to be sold at Christie’s 
early this summer in aid of the 
London Library’s £20,000 appeal 
fund. It has also been announced 
that Her Majesty is to open 
Kensington’s new £750,000 central 
library in July. 
* * * 
Islington are appealing for more 
voluntary helpers to extend their 
book delivery service to the many 
house-bound people in the heavily 
populated borough. 
* * cs 
Casanova complete. The first 
complete edition of Casanova’s 
memoirs ever to appear is to be 
produced soon by the publishing 
firm of Brockhaus in co-opera- 
tion with Librarie Plon, in Paris. 
The memoirs are to be published 
in six pairs of volumes, of which 
the first two pairs will appear in 
April under the full title of 
Jacques Casanova de Seingalt 
Venitien: Histoire de ma vie. The 
only alterations to the text will be 
in the spelling and punctuation. 
* * * 
‘*“Wayfarers”’ who changed their 
socks and ate meals in Kidder- 
minster’s reading room were cited 
as a reason for closing the room. 
It was decided to keep a watch on 
the recurrence of these practices 
before taking any action. 
* * * 


The library scheme run by the 
Northern Rhodesia Government 
will soon be considerably expan- 
ded by a grant from the Ford 
Foundation of £43,000. The 
scheme supplies books, primarily 
to Africans, to the remote areas 
of N. Rhodesia. Mobile libraries 
are used as well as book boxes 
carried by all forms of transport, 
including bicycles and canoes. 
The postal library service will also 
be expanded, and courses con- 
ducted to train librarians. 





BRIEFLY 


Manchester’s ambitious 
£895,000 reorganization scheme 
for its libraries (noted last month) 
has been criticized. One member 
of the Libraries Committee said 
he had received 700 letters pro- 
testing against that part of the 
scheme which involves the closing 
of existing libraries. The City 
Librarian, Mr. D. |. Colley, said: 
“This scheme is ultimately going 
to mean a great saving and when 
it is completed no-one will have to 
go farther than a mile to any of the 
main libraries, nor, alternatively, 
more than half a mile to one of the 
comprehensive ones.” 

a: * 


* 
The Manchester School of 
Librarianship and the N.W. 


Branch of the Library Associa- 
tion are entertaining a party of 
twenty-two librarians from the 
Republic of Ireland who are visit- 
ing Manchester during the week 
from April 18th. (A group of 
students and staff from Manches- 
ter, Loughborough and Leeds 
Library Schools spent a week in 
Dublin last Easter at the invita- 
tion of the Irish L.A.) 

* * * 

When looks count. The Man- 
chester City Art Gallery is cur- 
rently advertising for a cheap run 
of books, ‘‘well bound, all sizes, 
titles and state immaterial if backs 
good”’, to fill 100 feet of shelving. 

a * *~ 


Hull central library has been 
taken off the list of public libraries 
who receive free deposit sets of all 
patent specifications as published. 
The Lord Mayor protested to the 
Comptroller of the Patent Office, 
and it has been decided that Hull 
shall pay a nominal sum of 
between £100 and £200 a year in 
order to continue receiving all new 
patents. To buy a copy of each 
new patent would ordinarily cost 
the city about £3,500 a year. It 
was stated that last year there 
were about 5,000 applications to 
consult Hull’s patents collection. 
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A single-deck Leyland bus, 
formerly with the corporation’s 
transport department, has been 
refitted as a mobile library for 
Barrow-in-Furness. A transparent 
perspex roof and fluorescent light- 
ing have been installed, and it is 
stated that the vehicle will accom- 
modate twenty people comfor- 
tably. 

* * * 

Preliminary work has_ been 
carried out for a directory of 
library resources in South-West 
England, it is noted in the annual 
report of the Western Group of 
Reference, Special and Informa- 
tion Section. 

* * * 


The new St. Austell Branch of 
the Cornwall County Library, to 
be opened this year, will be the 
first public library to be built in 
Cornwall this century. 


* * * 


Devon County Library’s plans 
for this year include a new 
Paignton Branch (£27,900), a new 
Plymstock Branch (£11,700) and a 
part-time Branch at Pinhoe on the 
outskirts of Exeter. Also planned 
are two new travelling libraries. 


* * * 


A former Cambridge graduate, 
Mr. Paul Mellon, has given to the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford an 
important part of the personal 
library of John Locke, the philoso- 
pher and scholar. Eleven manu- 
scripts and some 835 printed 
books make up the collection, 
which has been described as “‘one 
of the two most important collec- 
tions of the books of an individual 
Englishmen which survive; it is 
only to be compared with Isaac 
Newton’s library at Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge.’”’ Commented 
The Times: *‘High praise, indeed, 
when one remembers that the 
libraries of Pepys and Evelyn are 
still in existence.” 





Urquhart on Library Needs of the 
Humanities 


THE PROBLEM of library provision to support research 
in the humanities was the theme of the second annual 
meeting, held at Leeds on February 26th, of the Leeds, 
Manchester and Newcastle library schools. 

In the first of the two papers, Mr. D. J. Foskett pointed 
out that research in the humanities is altruistic—a sharp 
comparison with the overpowering interest and heavy 
financial investment in scientific research. Humanistic 
research, moreover, provides no cash profits and receives 


little publicity; but this does 

As scientific research is carried 
out in laboratories, so research in 
the humanities is done in the 
library. Of the libraries we have 
and few enough of them are 
special libraries—some are quite 
good because, for historical rea- 
sons, the humanities have not 
been neglected in the way that the 
the sciences have. Much more 
documentation is needed in the 
hurhanities, said Mr. Foskett, and 
he said bluntly than up to now the 
library profession has failed to 
play its part in the documentation 
of the humanities. It is not too 
late to start, he concluded. 


ANOTHER NATIONAL 
LENDING LIBRARY? 

The second speaker was Dr. 
D. J. Urquhart, head of D.S.1I.R.’s 
embryo National Lending Library 
for Science and Technology. He 
suggested that the ultimate goal 
should be a National Lending 
Library for the Humanities 
(although Dr. Urquhart hastened 
to add that he had no wish to 
tackle this himself—starting one 
such library was quite enough for 
him). 

Taking an overall view of 
science and the humanities, Dr. 
Urquhart emphasized the differ- 
ence between the two subjects and 
showed how far apart are the 
positions they occupy in the 
world. A _ proton, he said, is 
precisely the same thing in 
London and Peking: but what is 
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not diminish its importance. 


meant by belles lettres is not 
nationally, let alone internation- 
ally, agreed. We cannot afford to 
lose the writings of Shakespeare 
but the writings of Einstein are of 
discoveries someone else could 
have made. What Newton wrote 
can be summarized in textbooks, 
but what Milton wrotecannot be so 
treated. For the literature of science 
is cumulative, not so the literature 
of the humanities. If all scientific 
literature over thirty years old were 
destroyed, it would not really 
matter; but in the humanities 
almost all of value would be lost. 

Research in the humanities is 
useless without literature, said 
Dr. Urquhart. Since the time of 
the Alexandrian library, research 
workers have been satisfied with 
reference libraries. This is not 
good enough: they should be 
provided with a loan service, and 
for this a large library or a union 
catalogue is needed. Union cata- 
logues have concerned the N.C.L. 
for thirty years; they are slow and 
incomplete and they do not ensure 
that an adequate selection of 
literature is available. 

Dr. Urquhart said that the 
National Lending Library came 
into being because the users of 
scientific libraries were not satis- 
fied with the service they were 
getting, and this led to an official 
appreciation that something 
should be done. A pilot survey of 
what Russian material was avail- 
able in Britain proved the need for 
the N.L.L. project. 
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In the humanities the people 
who need a better library service 
do not quite know what they want, 
and there is no official apprecia- 
tion of their need. Nor is there any 
prototype, except the British 
Library of Political and Economic 
Science in the social sciences field. 
Therefore a prototype should be 
provided to obtain a more precise 
idea of what is required, although 
the speaker would not commit him- 
self on who should staff this 
library. 

Where should this prototype 
be? The British Museum preserves 
for an ever-receding posterity. 
The other copyright libraries and 
the large provincial libraries are 
not suitable. There remains the 
N.C.L., which though it is weak 
and, in Dr. Urquhart’s opinion, 
has a very confused idea of what 
it is intended to do, is perhaps the 
only candidate for this prototype 
service. 

The speaker ended: “‘In modern 
society the cost of libraries is a 
negligible factor. The right way to 


tackle any library problem is first 
to decide boldly what is necessary, 
and then to find out what it will 
cost. Something that costs less 
than a heavy bomber is not wildly 
extravagant.” 


Footnote. A Committee of the 
the British Academy is at present 
conducting a survey on library 
resources for research in the 
humanities and social services. 
The L.A. was among those invited 
by this Committee to offer their 
comments, and Mr. K. A. Malla- 
ber (Librarian, Board of Trade) 
submitted a memorandum on 
behalf of -the Association. The 
Committee has also received the 
views of SCONUL and of the 
Association of University 
Teachers. Among the points made 
by the latter body was a sugges- 
tion to establish a national central 
lending library for this field, its 
stock to include a complete series 
of relevant journals, rare books, 
and xerographic copies of manu- 
scripts. 
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